
 

Dan J. Stein Memorial Award 
Program Framework and Guidelines 

 
Purpose 
 
The Dan J. Stein Memorial Award has been established by the International College of 
Obsessive-Compulsive Spectrum Disorders (ICOCS) to honour the memory and enduring legacy of 
Professor Dan J. Stein, a founding member and long-serving Director of the ICOCS. 
 
Supported through donations made in Professor Stein's memory, together with ICOCS funds, the 
ICOCS Board has allocated £1,000 annually for an initial period of ten years to support this initiative. 
 
The purpose of the Award is to invest in the next generation of clinicians and researchers working in 
obsessive-compulsive (OCD) and related disorders (OCRDs), while promoting the values that 
Professor Dan J. Stein championed throughout his career: scientific excellence, mentorship, 
international collaboration, equity, and improving mental health care globally. 
 
The Award is intended to provide recipients with the opportunity to attend the ICOCS Annual 
Scientific Meeting, present their work, engage with international leaders in the field, and develop 
collaborations that may support their future careers. 
 
Objectives 
 
The Dan Stein Memorial Award aims to: 

●​ Honour the legacy and contributions of Professor Dan J. Stein. 
●​ Support the professional development of early-career clinicians and researchers. 
●​ Increase participation with the ICOCS from underrepresented regions and low- and 

middle-income countries. 
●​ Encourage scientific excellence and international collaboration. 
●​ Promote research that advances understanding and treatment of OCD and related disorders. 

 
Funding 
 
The Award will provide £1,000 to support one successful applicant annually. Funding may be used 
towards reasonable expenses associated with attending the ICOCS Scientific Meeting including: 
travel, accommodation and other pre-approved meeting-related expenses 
 
Any remaining funds following reimbursement of eligible meeting expenses may, subject to Board 
approval, be used to support additional professional development activities that align with the 
objectives of the Award. 
 
 
Eligibility 
 
Applications are welcomed from clinicians, researchers, trainees, and students from around the 
world. 
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Applicants should generally: 

●​ Be an early-career clinician, researcher, trainee, or student; 
●​ Demonstrate an interest in obsessive-compulsive and related disorders. 

 
The Award is open internationally and is not restricted to applicants from any specific country, region 
or career stage. However, priority may be given to applicants who: 

●​ Reside in low- or middle-income countries; 
●​ Have experienced financial or other barriers to international scientific engagement; 
●​ Demonstrate exceptional promise as emerging researchers or clinicians. 

 
These factors will be considered alongside scientific merit and are intended to promote equity rather 
than restrict eligibility. 
 
Areas of Interest 
 
Applications may relate to any aspect of OCD and OCRDs. Research reflecting Professor Dan 
Stein's academic interests may be particularly encouraged, including (but not limited to) those 
involving the following aspects of OCD and OCRDs:  

●​ Comorbidity with Anxiety disorders 
●​ Global mental health 
●​ Resilience 
●​ Trauma and adversity 
●​ Public mental health 
●​ Neuroscience 
●​ Translational psychiatry 
●​ Improving access to evidence-based care 

 
Application Requirements 
 
Applicants will be required to submit the following through the application form: 
 
1. Applicant Information 
 
Applicants must provide their  

●​ Full name 
●​ Contact information 
●​ Position/Career stage 
●​ Institution 
●​ Country 

2. Abstract and Poster Submission 
 
Applicants must submit an original abstract for presentation at the ICOCS Annual Scientific Meeting. 
The abstract should: 

●​ Represent original work; 
●​ Not have been previously published elsewhere; 
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●​ Meet the ICOCS abstract submission requirements. 
 
The successful recipient of the Dan Stein Memorial Award must prepare a poster presentation for 
the ICOCS Annual Scientific Meeting.  
 
3. Personal Statement  
 
Applicants are asked to provide information describing: 

●​ Their educational and professional background; 
●​ Their current research interests; 
●​ Any circumstances that may have affected their ability to participate in international scientific 

meetings or research opportunities. 
●​ Why attending the ICOCS Scientific Meeting would benefit their career development; 
●​ How their work aligns with the values exemplified by Professor Dan Stein, including scientific 

excellence, collaboration, mentorship, global engagement, and improving mental health 
●​ How they hope to contribute to the international OCD community in the future. 

 
Applicants are encouraged to describe any personal, professional, geographic, or financial 
circumstances that have influenced their career journey. 
 
5. Curriculum Vitae 
 
Applicants should submit a current CV. 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Applications will be evaluated by a selection committee appointed by the ICOCS Board. 
 
Preference may be given to applicants from disadvantaged backgrounds or low- and middle-income 
countries; however, all eligible applicants will be considered on the basis of overall merit. 
 
Selection Process 

1.​ Applications are submitted by the advertised deadline. 
2.​ Abstracts undergo the standard ICOCS Scientific Meeting review process. 
3.​ Eligible Dan Stein Memorial Award applications are reviewed by the Selection Committee. 
4.​ Applications are independently assessed using the agreed evaluation criteria. 
5.​ The Committee recommends a recipient to the ICOCS Board. 
6.​ The successful applicant is notified. 

 
Recipient Responsibilities 
 
Recipients of the Dan Stein Memorial Award will be expected to: 

●​ Attend the ICOCS Annual Scientific Meeting in person.  
●​ Present their poster during the Scientific Meeting. 
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●​ Ensure that their submitted abstract represents original work that has not been previously 
published and is eligible for publication in the Comprehensive Psychiatry conference 
proceedings. 

●​ Permit the ICOCS to publish their abstract as part of the Comprehensive Psychiatry 
Scientific Meeting proceedings. 

●​ Consent to being announced as the annual recipient of the Dan Stein Memorial Award. 
●​ Provide a short biography and photograph for publication on the ICOCS website. 
●​ Submit a brief post-meeting reflection (approximately 200–500 words) describing how 

attendance benefited their professional development. 
 
Recipient Recognition 
 
In recognition of their achievement, the recipient of the Dan Stein Memorial Award will: 

●​ Be formally announced as the Dan Stein Memorial Award recipient during the ICOCS 
Scientific Meeting. 

●​ Receive a certificate of their poster presentation and award letter.  
●​ Have their abstract published in the Comprehensive Psychiatry Scientific Meeting 

proceedings. 
●​ Be featured on the ICOCS website and/or other ICOCS communication channels through a 

short biography, photograph and post-meeting reflection. 
●​ Be added to the list of Dan Stein Memorial Award recipients maintained on the ICOCS 

website. 
●​ Be recognized as a Dan Stein Memorial Award recipient in meeting materials and other 

appropriate ICOCS communications. 
 
Governance 
 
The Dan Stein Memorial Award will be administered by the ICOCS. The Board will appoint a 
Selection Committee responsible for reviewing eligible applications and recommending a recipient. 
Any committee member with a conflict of interest relating to an applicant will recuse themselves from 
the assessment process. 
 
The Board reserves the right not to allocate the award in any year if no application is considered to 
meet the required standard. 
 
These guidelines may be reviewed periodically by the ICOCS Board to ensure the programme 
continues to reflect the objectives of the Award and the legacy of Professor Dan J. Stein. 
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